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An accident at a recent Minnesota wood-

turning club has awakened the CMWA 

Board for the need for more emphasis on 

eye protection at our meetings.  The formats 

of the general meeting and the woodturners 

are different and as a result require separate 

procedures for eye protection. 

The general meeting format is usually a lec-

ture, sometimes followed by an optional 

hands-on session.  The audience at these 

meetings is usually several feet away from the person demonstrating and 

should not require eye protection.  However, the presenter, and anyone 

participating in a hands -on session should wear eye protection. 

The woodturnersô meeting has a different format.  It generally involves vis-

iting a woodworkerôs shop and milling around several work stations.  This 

environment requires eye protection for everyone  and anyone actually 

turning at a lathe should wear a full face mask. 

The best eye protection is safety glasses specifically made to protect the 

eye.  If you have them, we encourage you to bring them to the meeting (if 

the meeting requires eye protection).  Regular eye glasses are polycarbon-

ate (shatterproof) and are usually an adequate substitute. 

The club has purchased some safety glasses and will have them available at 

both meetings for visitors and members who forgot theirs.  However, we 

donôt have enough for every member and members should bring their own 

if they will be participating in activities requiring eye protection.  

Thanks for your cooperation.  

Offcutsé b y  B rad  Knowles  
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Dues: $30 

Mail to:  CMWA 

 PO Box 1955 

 St. Cloud, MN  56302-1955 

Benefits: 

Informational monthly program in-

cluding seminars,  guest speakers, 

demonstrations and hands-on ses-

sions 

Instructive monthly newsletters  

Card entitling you to discounts at the 

following suppliers: Acme Tools, 

Youngblood Lumber, Renneberg 

Lumberé 

Current Membership:  99  

Membership Information  

Job  Oppor tun i t y  

Rockler Companies located in Medina, MN is looking for a Senior Category Manager who has extensive background 

in woodworking, cabinetry, and hardware supplies.  Apply at http://rockler.iapplicants.com/ViewJob -91699.html .  

Or contact Coy Hillstead, Human Resource Manager, Rockler Companies, Inc., (p) 763-478-8364, (f) 763-478-8391, 

(e) chillstead@rockler.com. 

Newsletter 

The CMWA is a group of men and women from around the St. Cloud, Minnesota 

area who share a common interest in the art and business of woodworking and/or 

woodturning.  We meet monthly and share information, techniques and topics of 

interest in the area of woodworking and/or woodturning.  

Visit us at:  www.thecmwa.com  

Email us at: newsletter@thecmwa.com  

https://mail.stcloudstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=e1803e0bbe2e4dd6b7fda975910bf178&URL=http%3a%2f%2frockler.iapplicants.com%2fViewJob-91699.html
https://mail.stcloudstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=e1803e0bbe2e4dd6b7fda975910bf178&URL=mailto%3achillstead%40rockler.com
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Woodworkersô June Meeting (gs )  

At Juneôs meeting,  club members 

were given a tour of the Wilkie San-

derson Shop on 1010 North Summit 

Drive in Sauk Rapids, MN.  The 

owner, Mark Sanderson provided an 

overview of the business before 

breaking into smaller groups and 

touring the shop. 

Their business is largely focused on 

made-to-order wood products for 

small and large commercial projects.  

They provide cabinetry, bars, con-

ference furniture,  soffits, ceilings, 

counters and many other custom-

designed wood products.  Their 

products end up installed in a wide 

range of businesses and organiza-

tions such as medical facilities, res-

taurants and universities.  One in-

teresting project was massive trans-

lucent veneer window shades they 

made for the HGA Architects and 

Engineers company that designed 

the heavily windowed Bigelow 

Chapel in New Brighton, MN.  See 

the photograph of the chapel above 

by Paul Warchol. 

Because their market isnôt directly 

tied to the residential housing mar-

ket, their sales are projected to be up 

50% this year to ~$15.5 million.  

Woodturnersô Announcements (gm)  

Log Raffle  

A special event at the CMWA 
Pig Roast on July 21  

Greg Pont will have various quanti-

ties, sizes and species of 20ò long 

logs at the Pig Roast.  A $5 ticket can 

be purchased and your name will be 

placed into a bucket. One at a time, 

each name will be drawn from this 

bucket.  As your name is drawn, you 

can select the log of your choice. 

When all names are selected they 

will be put back in the bucket and 

the process will be repeated until the 

logs are gone or you have all you 

want. Proceeds will go to the Wood-

turnersô resource library.  

Woodturners Thank Alex  Neussendorfer  

Alex purchased a book titled ñWoodturning Wizardryò by David Springett  

and graciously donated it to the Woodturnersô resource library. 

Alex also donated 

a DVD of an ex-

cerpt from the 

NBC television 

program ñIn Wine 

Country.ò  It fea-

tures Gary Ste-

vens, an artist who 

creates bowls from 

fallen trees.  He 

uses a wood lathe, 

chainsaw and sanders.  This DVD is available for check-out or can be 

seen on the web at http://artbowl.com/about -gary/in -wine-country .   

This photograph is a sample of Gary Stevensô work. 

http://artbowl.com/about-gary/in-wine-country
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Woodturnersô June Meeting (b l )  

The featured event for this meeting 

was the yo-yo challenge with entries 

from John Caye, Albert Keppers, 

Lyle Knopp, Nadine Nelson and 

Gary Mrozek.  Nadine submitted her 

very first yo-yo and then demon-

strated some fancy yo-yo tricks on a 

commercial model.  All entrants re-

ceived a $10 Crafts Direct certificate. 

The Show-and-Tell items included a 

buckthorn bowl by John Caye, sev-

eral pens which Nadine made with 

exotic woods and polymer clay em-

bellishments, a segmented goblet 

made by a guest, Elvin Peterson, and 

Gary Mrozekôs three vases and a 

walnut bowl with turquoise inlay.  

Gary Mrozek demonstrated his pre-

ferred technique for ñchatterwork.ò  

He uses a circular blade on a Dremel 

tool which he holds at a 45° angle to 

the turning object, in this case a yo-

yo blank.  As the small blade comes 

in contact with the edge of the blank, 

it bounces rapidly leaving a ring of 

small cuts on the exterior of the 

turned object.  By varying the angle 

and speed, different patterns can be 

achieved. 

Odds and ends: 

A rule of thumb for turning green 

wood:  in the initial turning leave the 

wall at a thickness of 10% of the diame-

ter of the piece (10ò bowl= 1ò thick). 

An old refrigerator can be converted to 

a kiln by drilling holes at the top and 

the bottom to allow air flow and then 

putting in a 60 watt bulb for heat.  

Make sure the latch can be opened 

from the inside to avoid accidents with 

kids. 

Chips from turning can be used for 

mulch.  

Fleet Farm has a good price on their 16 

gallon quiet Shop-vac.  It has a very 

good filter.  

A steady rest can be made with roller 

blade wheels. 

Jay Eggebrecht won the 50/50 draw-

ing. 

Bill Larson reminded the Woodturn-

ersô group of the importance of 

proper dust protection.  His doctor 

had been very concerned about spots 

that showed up on Billôs lungs.  These 

turned out not to be cancerous but 

were definitely the result of inhaling 

wood dust and will compromise his 

lung function.  

Welcome  

The Woodturners welcome John Huseth who 

travels from Alexandria and is a member of 

the American Association of Woodturners.  

Gary Mrozek showing off his y0 -yo 

prowess above.  Show-and-tell items are 

shown to the right.  
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Mak ing  F la t  Pane ls  ( gs )  

My wife and I have been making 1/4ò 

veneer flat panels for new kitchen 

cabinets.  In the process, we came up 

with a vacuum system that is simple 

and more affordable than commer-

cially available systems.  So, we 

thought we would share the tech-

nique we used to make the panels 

and describe the vacuum system.  

Baltic birch 1/4ò plywood was cut 

into panels and drum sanded to 0.2ò 

thickness.  Strips of 0.025ò thick ve-

neer were cut to length with a rotary 

cutter as shown to the right.  

A jointer was used to mate the two 

adjoining veneer edges as shown be-

low.  Two veneer strips were sand-

wiched between two 3/4ò boards so 

that the veneer edges were approxi-

mately flush with the  board edges.  

The clamped boards and veneer were 

jointed until the veneer edges were 

flush. 

Once all veneer edges were mated, 

the strips were taped together as 

shown to the right.  Glue was rolled 

onto both sides of the panels and the 

veneer positioned on the panels with 

additional tape.  


