
CMWA MEETING 

January 16, 2002 
Host:  The Woodworks 

 

NEW OFFICERS: 

 

The following members were nominated to run for the following 

offices: 
 

President – Roland Johnson 

Vice President – John Caye & Rich Blenkush 

Treasurer – Bob Burnett & Rick Gayken 

Secretary – Jo Ann Johnson 

Board of Directors – Mark Hacket, Tom Homan, Dan Iburg , Galen Keyes, Greg 

Neisen, Rick Schroeder, Ted Stevens, Mike Stromme 

 

The ballots will be mailed to club members 

Please mail the ballots back to CMWA by February 8, 2002 

The new officers will be announced at the February meeting 

New officers will take over in March 
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January meeting 

 

The January meeting was well attended with 38 woodworker’s making the trip to Foley. 

 We spent the first part of the meeting nominating potential officers for the coming year.  Nominating is probably a bit 

of an overstatement, it was more like coercing members to run.  I guess in any club the real fun is in attending the meetings and 

enjoying the company of other folks with similar interests.  Organizing the meetings, directing the club and keeping track of 

members, money and the multitude of other chores needed to keep the club running are important too and can be fun and reward-

ing.  The new Vice-President automatically becomes the President for the following year, but all the other offices, with the ex-

ception of two board positions, will be up for re-election.  During the course of this year think about whom you would like to see 

in office and talk to them about running for that office.  We need a strong, positive group of officers to keep this club on track 

and to assure its existence in the future.  It’s your club so help make it work.  Enough of my soapbox, on with the meeting. 

 Dave Blenkush gave an interesting seminar on abrasives.  We tend to take sandpaper for granted and are often puzzled 

by the sometimes-poor results we get.  Dave gave us some good information to help get better end results and make the job go a 

little easier.  Thanks, Dave!   And speaking of Dave, he has graciously allowed us to have our next meeting at his shop. 

Thanks again, Dave! 

Central Minnesota  

Woodworker’s Association 

REMINDER: 

2002 DUES ARE DUE  
 

Just one more reminder that dues are due 

for the new year. If you have paid your 

dues for 2002, Thank You.  

CMWA membership is open to the public. 

Dues are $25.00 per year. 

Make checks payable to CMWA.     
Membership address:   
 1479 Cottonwood Rd.,   
 St. Cloud, MN, 56303 

NAME THE NEWSLETTER CONTEST  
Think of a new name for our newsletter, Itôs gone to long as ñSplinters and 

crackséò and thatôs is not what we are after. We are sharing the finer arts 

of woodworking and the title of this newsletter should reflect that.  

Please, bring your ideas for a new title to the February meeting.  Thanks!  
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Schedule of Events 

THE FEBRUARY 

MEETING WILL BE 

AT DAVE 

BLENKUSHôS SHOP 

 

THE MARCH  

MEETING ï 

YOUR PROJECTS, 

SHOW & TELL  

 
 

THE APRIL MEETING 

WILL BE AT FERCHEôS 

MILLWORK  

(ON SAFETY) 
 See you there!  

WANT ADS  

Sell It Here. . .  Buy It Here. . . 
 

Free to all 

CMWA 

Members 

 

 

 

Bring to the monthly meeting or send ads to: 
CMWA  
1985 95th Ave NE  
Sauk Rapids, MN,  56379 
 

Sell your used woodworking tools or find 
what youõve been looking for at a good 

Wanted:   Want Ads  

For Sale:  

Free Space For Want Ads  

Waxing Nostalgic 
      by Mike Stromme 

 Have your thoughts  ever wandered down memory lane? I 

find myself tripping over the idea that the good old days were better. 

At least it gives a warm feeling to the old heart when things get too 

hectic and somewhat out of control. 

 In reviewing Roland Johnsonôs new book of wisdom and 

knowledge, my mind was issued a ticket to travel back to yesteryear. 

On Page 125, a picture punched this ticket 

 I have the glue pot which sat on a shelf of prominence by it-

self in my grandfathers shop. As a youth, when I assisted my grandfa-

ther (apprentice ship if you will), the first and last thing to receive 

attention was the glue pot. The shelf had a switch next to it with a 

small red light that lit when the glue pot was on. After opening the 

shop door, the first thing to be turned on was the glue pot.  It would-

nôt be long until you could smell the heating mix of glue.  The glue was 

Hyde Glue which was for years the only glue to be used in this shop. 

When the first bottle of Elmers showed up, it never completely re-

placed the Hyde glue. Grandpa never totally trusted that glue in a 

bottle. 

 At the end of the workday, the last duty was to turn off and 

clean the pot. With the pot cleaned and cooled, the fixings were placed 

in the pot for the next days labor. (The mix stayed top secret for 

years.) It seemed like a right of passage to craftsman to one day be sat 

down and taught the great secret of the glue. 

 The ritual of the glue pot will live with me forever and I canôt 



Granite City Paint and Body Supply 

at 2929 First Street South Saint Cloud 

MN has opened a cash and carry ac-

count for the members of the central 

Minnesota Woodworkers Association. 

Mr. Mike Lund the store manager, has 

offered this to us so we can get a price 

break.  

On what do you 

ask? 

For one how 

about abrasive 

paper. Last meet-

ing we talked 

about paper re-

ferred to as 216U. 

Well that paper is 

a 3M production 

resinite fre-cut gold paper sheets. #M 

part numbers (9”x 11” sheets) 051131-

02536 to 0551131-02549 which is 

grades P800-P80.  

 

Good sanding at good prices. 

  

8)0z4 8)0 */ 5)& $O.O8O"O 

     by Mike Stromme 

 A show of hands please, if for your first wooden furni-

ture project you elected to tackle a roll top desk. Show of hands 

please. Understand, not just any roll top desk, but one made of 

oak. There may have been some motivation in that his spouse had 

some real doubts. I have seen this work and I am here to tell you 

that it is really nice. 

 This member’s favorite wood is walnut and he is real 

proud of the gun case he made for his son. If you can slow him down long enough, there is 

a good story as to where the wood for this project came from. 

 Why does he like wood? Well, he likes working with his hands and you can find 

him almost every day at Mathew Hall Lumber Company where for some seven years, he 

has moved a lot of it (wood). He goes home to a nice shop that is heated. I hope that he will 

share it with the rest of you some day. I will warn you that the big black potato planter at 

the end of the shop is rumored to be a 1931 Ford Model A Coupe. After harvesting the 

crops, it would be a nice car. As you enter the shop there is a nice 1948 Cadillac Sedan that 

is supposed to run. You might ask how many years since it was driven. 

 He is busy. For the last 4 years, he has been the treasurer for the Saint Cloud An-

tique Auto Club (Pantowners) and he has done a real fine job. He really likes the outdoors, 

especially camping and hunting. If you can slow him down long enough he is a great guy to 

know and to work with. 

 If you haven’t guessed by now, I am talking about Mr. Rick Gayken. Having 

known Rick for some six years, he is the kind of person that makes a good friend. If you 

don’t know Rick, take the time to corner him (the only way to slow him down) and talk 

him into showing us his shop and cars. 

 

 

 

Mathew Hall Lumber Company is a full line stocking tool dealer of De-

Walt, Delta, Jet, PowerMatic, Porter Cable, Bosch, Makita, Senco, Bos-

tich, Performax, CMT Bits and Blades, Jessum, Rolair, Milwaukee and 

Dremel 

Mathew Hall Lumber Company repairs tools and 

are the authorized service center for most of the 

companies listed above. 

Mathew Hall Lumber Company would like to ex-

tend a 5% discount to all Central Minnesota Woodworkers Association 

members on all tools and accessories. Excluding Sale items. 



Map To February Meeting Location   

2002 CMWA Officers and Directors 

Roland Johnson   President   

JoAnn Johnson  Secretary 

John Caye  Vice-President   

Bob Burnett  Treasurer 

Dan Iburg  Board Member   

Rick Schroeder  Board Member 

Ted Stevens  Board Member   

Mike Stromme  Board Member  

President  

 Roland Johnson  

Vice President:  

 John Caye 

Secretary:  

 JoAnn Johnson 

Treasurer:  

 Bob Burnett 

And the Winner is  . . .  
Here are the results for the 2002 election  

Board Members: 

 

 Dan Iburg 

 Rick Schroeder 

 Ted Stevens 

 Mike Stromme 

 

Congratulations everyone. 

An introductions of officers and directors will be given at the February 

meeting. Take time to congratulate the winners, and thank the past 

officers for their hard work in our first year.  

The listing of CMWA Officers and Directors has been updated on the 

left.  Please note the changes in italicized print. 



Seminar on Abrasives by Dave Blenkush 
 

Man made abrasives have been around for 100 years, and 

became predominant in the last 50 years 

Making abrasive sheets is a two-part process;  

1) Manufacturing process  

2) Finishing process 

 Materials used are:  backing, bonding material and abra-

sives 

Backing materials used are:  paper, cloth and a fiber 

combination 

Paper - strong 

Cloth – cotton, polyester, polyester blend 

Cotton 

“X” weight = heavy 

“J” weight = most flexible 

“W” weight = waterproof grade 

Polyester & Blend  

Highest tensile strength; quite flexible but 

more stiff than paper 

“X” weight = moderate workload 

“Y” weight = heavy duty construction 

Fiber Combination – layers of cotton cellulose; 

high strength paper and light weight cloth are 

married together; they can be used on floor 

sanders 

The different grades of abrasives are:  A, C, D, E & F 

A = 7 grams/square meter – the lightest grade 

D = 150 grams/square meter = mid range grade 

F = 300 grams/square meter = the stiffest grade 

Heavy weight abrasives have two times the 

strength of light weight  

Abrasives are affected by weather 

Bonding Material = hide glue and resins (heat & water resistant) 

Abrasives  

Garnet Paper  is orange colored and inexpensive; does not fragment or crumble; softer cut; well suited for final pass 

Production Paper is tan colored 

Aluminum oxide is the most common; fractures easily as sanding, renews its cutting edges; economical 

Silicon Carbide – wet dry papers; black sandpaper; sands quicker than aluminum oxide; dulls quicker than alumi-

num oxide and is more expensive 

Ceramics are the most costly paper; not friable; won’t dull 

Three standards 

CAMI = Coded Abrasive Manufacturing Institute 

FEPA = Federation of European Production Association 

MICRON – (best for high gloss finish) 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Non-loading paper is coated with stearates (soap); 

can cause fish-eyes 

SWARF = the shavings produced by sanding 

DONôT SKIP GRITS WHEN SANDING HARD-

WOODS! 

 Sanding with the grain isn’t always necessary 

Careful, you can over sand! 

The stiffer the backing the better 

Storage temperature = 60 – 80 degrees F. 

Relative Humidity = 35 – 50 degrees 

A very good “finish” sand paper is made by 3M; 

216U; gold color 

Thinking ahead  

Bring ideas about meeting topics  
Bring questions to be answered 
Bring project ideas 
Bring fund raiser ideas 

BRING ALL THESE THIN GS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS SO WE CAN HELP YOU GET MORE 

OUT OF THE CENTRAL MINNESOTA WOODWORKERS  ASSOCIATION.  
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Organization Address: 

 1985 95th Ave NE  

 Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 Phone: 320-968-8859 

Newsletter Info Email: jpkvidera@aol.com 

C E N T R A L  M I N N E S O T A  
W O O D W O R K E R ' S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

Central Minnesota  

Woodworker’s 
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Mailing Address Line 4  
Mailing Address Line 5  

Celebrating Wood Through   
Fellowship & Learning  

Upcoming Events 

 

The February meeting will be held at Dave Blenkush’s 

shop on Wednesday the 20th  at 7:30 pm.   

See the attached map for directions. 
 

This is going to be a very interesting meeting.  If you were at the 

July meeting at Dave’s you know what I mean.  Dave has a com-

plete machine shop in his woodworking shop and builds many of 

his own specialized woodworking machines.  Impressive stuff so 

be sure to attend this meeting. 

 

The March meeting will be held at The Woodworks in Foley.  

We will discuss the dynamics of wood.  If you want to know 

about how moisture affects wood movement and how to allow 

for wood movement in your projects be sure to attend.  This is 

also going to be a show-and-tell meeting.  Let’s see those pro-

jects that you have been working on over the winter.  Any pro-

ject, any size, any expertise level, bring them all, we have plenty 

of room! 

 

The April meeting will be held at Ferche Millwork in Rice.  We 

will be discussing shop safety. 

 

We are still looking for a permanent home for CMWA.  If you 

have an idea or know of a possible location please let us know.  

We would like to find a location in St.Cloud. 


