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February Meeting

Winter in Minnesota is always an adventure. We have had one of the mildest winters in recorded weather history but we
definitely had winter on the 20™ of February. Snow and slippery roads did not make ideal conditions for attending the meeting but
we still had a crowd of over thirty woodworkers at Dave Blenkush’s shop. Unfortunately Dave injured his hand on the 15™ and was
unable to give any “hands-on” demos, but we had a great time examining all of his equipment.

Dave has a complete machine shop, metal working shop and woodworking shop at his home. He has built a number of spe-
cialized tools for manufacturing parts for Ferche Millwork and those custom built tools look like they were produced by a major tool
manufacturer, right down to the engraved control labels. Dave has recently added a Northfield band saw and a Timesaver wide belt
sander to his collection. He even has a forklift for unloading pallets of materials!

We also got a chance to check out the plans for a curved front cabinet that Dave is building for his own home. The project
looks like a real interesting challenge and should be a beautiful piece. Keep us updated on the cabinet’s progress, Dave and we hope
your hand heals quickly.

CMWA MEETING
February 20, 2002
Host: Dave Blenkush

Thank you Dave for the use of your shop!
Central Minnesota

Woodworker*®s Association

New Business:

e New Officers include: John Caye as Vice President, and the
new board members are: Dan Iburg, Ted Stevens and Mike
Stromme

e The Steering Committee Members have decided to purchase a 25” television for
the club
e Bob Bumett has offered his VCR to the club
e  Temporarily the TV and VCR will be housed at the Woodworks
e  Our next step is to start to assemble a video library

IN THIS MONTH'S
NEWSLETTER WE
HAVE INCLUDED A
QUESTIONNAIRE.

The club officers and board of
directors need this information to make
good decisions for the future of the club.
Please fill the form out and mail it to:

Thank you Jim Kvidera and Mike Stromme for the Newsletter

e  Spring Tool Show at Mathew Hall — yes, we will set up a booth
e The tool show is in April

Old Business: h

e  We have decided to have the members fill out the questionnaire, again ;zﬁls( Iglzpifi‘:el\ill\]? ’5 6379

e  Please fill them out and don’t be shy about listing your ideas or bring it to the next ’mee ting.

e Some suggestions brought forward by Don Hassis are: Even if you are not a member fill
e Demonstrations on

the form out and send it in, maybe we can
make changes or additions that will con-
vince you to become an active member.

e Dovetail Jigs
e  Biscuit Joinery
e Mortise & Tenons

(The questionnaire is located on page 4)

(Continued on page 5)




»IMarch 2002

Schedule of Events

THE MARCH MEETING i
March is show and tell
month. Please, bring
your projects, finished or 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
in-process, we would like
to see them all.

THE APRIL MEETING 10 11 1 13 14 15 16
W LL BE AT FERCHE®S

MILLWORK

(ON SAFETY)

MayifiDove Taiilp| vi dbd 18 19 20 21 22 23

John Caye | at the Wood-
works in Foley

See you there! 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Waxing Nostalgic
by Mike Stromme
We all have them through the years—treasures great and small. The prize in the box of breakfast cereal or crackerjacks.
Down the road free glasses and dishes for buying gallons of gas at the service station. Bigger and better, pick your prize from
the catalog with S&H Green Stamps.
Along the way, the prizes changed, but when I was young there were the big three. Yes the big three.

#3 CIGAR BOXES 8 They were good for storing almost everything, baseball cards, rocks. And the prizes from the cracker-
jacks. If you found one that was made of wood, it was like finding the mother lode.

#2 SKIPPY PEANUTBUTTER JARS 8 They were good for Mister Wizard’s experiments and storage of all kinds of things
in the shop. If you were really paying attention in the store, you got the jars that had the graduated scales for a cup, half cup and
ounces. They were the bonanza.

#1 WOOD PEACH CRATES 8 If you walked home from school and took the long way home, you could go past the back of
the grocery store and there was a chance that fresh peaches had come in. The wood from these boxes was just right for working
with hand tools. It was soft and light and the right size for small projects in Boys Life Books. To this day, I do not know the type
of wood it was, but it made many toys and Christmas gifts.

They may not seem like much now, but they were treasures and led to many adventures. Oh if things were so simple
these days.
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by Mike Stromme

Our member of CMWA has a full schedule with family, work,
and time to keep a hobby or two.

Most important is his time with his wife, Kim and his sons,
Shawn and Spencer. They keep him very busy, but he wishes that he had
more time with them

Like all of us, he likes working with wood and his fish house
has an interior finished in luan and sapelli mahogany. Fishing? Oh yes,
he is a real nut both summer and winter and always after that big wall-
eye. With all this, he enjoys deer hunting, four wheeling and bike riding
with his kids.

I find I must quote him, “I love tools more than a man should. I
have acquired quite a few over the years but still have this vision of a
nice shop in the back yard with bigger and better toys.” I believe we all
share aspirations of those dreams.

For 21 years he has worked for Mathew Hall and has been the Tool Manager for the last 8 years. It seems to me that
going to work has a lot of temptation to bring home more tools instead of the paycheck, Mr. Greg Niesen has a stronger constitu-
tion than I do.

MATHEW HALL =2
Lumber Company

TOOL SHOW TOOL SHOW TOOL SHOW TOOL SHOW

TUESDAY APRIL 2ND SATURDAY APRIL 6TH

Tool reps will be on hand April 5-6th please come and talk to the
reps and check out our good deals.

Most tools will be at least 10% off. All Club members will get an
additional 5% off of CMT products for a 15% discount.

Club members will get an additional $10.00 off these BOSCH tools:
1617EVSPK router kit, 4000K table saw 3915 10” sliding compound mi-
tre saw, and 3912 12” compound mitrebox




CHMWMWA QUES TIONNATLE

Please answer the following questions to help direct future meetings.

1. What are your expectations for this club?

2. What are your preferences for meeting time and location?

3. Which of the following items are of interest to you? Please add others.

Finishing techniques , Hand tools , Learn about wood ,

Design , Lay-out , Working w/veneer , Woodworking tools , Shop
lay-out , Sharing your experience w/group

Speakers , Demonstrations (if so, on what?)

Crafts: list them

Others

4. Are you interested in participating in “family”club activities?
Summer picnic: Yes ~ No
Winter bash: Yes  No

4. Are you interested in participating in fundraisers? Yes  No
Suggestions for fund raisers:

4. Even though there will be a yearly due, there will be times when additional money will be needed to bring
in a speaker or other events, are you willing to pay an additional fee for these type of programs? Yes
No_

5. Do you have any special skills that you would like to demonstrate for the club?
If so, please list them

4. Are you willing to be part of the Mentorship Program? Yes = No

4. Additional comments:

Signature: Date:
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SFALRCH FOR A HOME
We are still looking for a permanent meeting place in the St. Cloud area.
If anyone knows of a possible location please let us know.
0 )
(Continued from page 1) E ‘E ‘E‘ ‘E“E

A While Dave Blenkush was in North Carolina looking at machinery
he stopped at Bryon & Young Lumber, he brought back some pretty
interesting photo’s to share with the group. If it is not too much
trouble, perhaps, Dave would be willing to bring them to the next
meeting to share with members who were unable to attend the Feb-
ruary meeting.

A Dave also had two pallets of material for club members, the only
catch is this:

A You can not resell it

It is for your own use

Dave wants to see what you make with it

A If you didn’t attend the meeting, but would like some wood,
call Dave he may still have some

A Dave explained to the group what he does for Ferche’s and what he
builds from his shop for them, such as the rosette corner block

e Dave has built many of his machines, and spent some time

> > >

answering questions

Jim Kvidera Newsletter Editor

Mike Stromme Asst. Editor / Advertising

2002 CMWA Officers and Directors

President

Roland Johnson

John Caye Vice-President
JoAnn Johnson Secretary
Bob Burnett Treasurer

Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Dan Iburg
Rick Schroeder
Ted Stevens

Mike Stromme

Thanks Again Dave!!
Upcoming Meetings:
X Marchi iDynamics of Woodd Semin
x ApriliiSaf ety Tal ko and Tour at

x MayiADoOVe
Foley

T alii Johd Cayeii @ theoWoodworks in

*** Dadial Arm Saw Recall***

Emerson Tool Co. Is recalling about 3.7 million Craftsman
radial arm saws, because the lower blade guard does not
completely cover the blade.

The recalled saws have a model number beginning
with 113, range in size from 8 to 10 inch, and were sold
from 1958 to 1995. Emerson is providing free repair kit or
$100 for the return of the saw carriage.

Call Emerson at (800) 551-2628
or
visit www.radialarmsawrecall.com

MONTHLY TIP

We are moving toward spring and with the
change in seasons comes a change in relative humidity.
Winter is typically a season of very low humidity, as the
condensed cold air molecules can’t hold much moisture.
As the air warms the expanded molecules can hold a lot
more water and the big thaw provides that water.

If you have wood that is stored in unheated
buildings the warm weather and moist air will raise the
moisture content of the wood. This is not a big problem
unless you bring the wood into your shop and expect to
be able to use it immediately for a project. As the wood
acclimates to the drier shop conditions it will change
shape and dimension. Your safest course with wood
that has been in cold storage is to move it into the heated
shop at least a week before you intend on using it.

Make sure to sticker the lumber pile to allow air move-
ment around all sides of the boards.

This is also the time of year when a person
should consider buying a moisture meter if you don’t
already own one. We have quite severe seasonal
weather changes in Minnesnowta and wood reacts to the
moisture and temperature swings. It is a good idea to
know exactly what moisture content your wood is before
you commit time and energy on your project. There are
few things more frustrating than having a project ruined
by excessive wood movement.




!'"'!{E} s !’"'!{3} "
. ) . .
kel ke
CENTRAL MINNESOTA
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Organization Address:
1985 95th Ave NE
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Phone: 326068-8859

Newsletter Info Email: jpkvidera@aol.com

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4

Central Minnesota Mailing Address Line 5

Celebrating Wood Through
Fellowship & Learning

Do

Central Minnesota
Woodworker®s Association

Upcoming Events

Upcoming Meetings:

FEBRUARY MEETING NOTE

—

X Marchi AiDynami cs of WheddodworBsénFolay a

—

MINUTES FROM LASEMEG

x ApriliiSaf ety Tal ko and Tour at [[Ferc

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2 x Mayi iDove TaliiJbhd Cayeii @ theoWoodworks in Foley

The March meeting will be held at The Woodworks in Foley.
WAXING NOSTALGIC 2 We will discuss the dynamics of wood. If you want to know about how
moisture affects wood movement and how to allow for wood movement in

WHO86S WHO | N SHE C your projects be sure to attend. This is also going to be a show-and-tell
meeting. Let’s see those projects that you have been working on over the
QUESTIONAIRE 4 winter. Any project, any size, any expertise level, bring them all, we have

plenty of room!

MONTHLY TIP 5 The April meeting will be held at Ferche Millwork in Rice. We
will be discussing shop safety.

RADAL ARM SAW RECALL |5
SAW C We are still looking for a permanent home for CMWA. If you

have an idea or know of a possible location please let us know. We would

UP & COMING EVENTS 6 like to find a location in St.Cloud.




