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CMWA MEETING 
April 17, 2002 

Host: Charlie Meyer @ Ferche Millwork 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Permanent Meeting Place 

We have finally located a permanent meeting location at the Sauk Rapids Mississippi Heights Middle School, 

1003 4th St. So. 

Our May meeting will be held there 

Look for the address and directions in the May newsletter 

Tool Show @ Matt Hall 

The tool show was a success; and there was a lot of interest in the club 

Thank you to all the volunteers who spent time representing the club at the show; we need your support at these 

functions 

Recall on the retrofit fit 

Mike Stromme said the replacement kit is available from Emerson Electric 

Jorgenson Clamp Purchase 

Anyone, who is interested in placing an order for clamps, can still do so at the May meeting. 

 

BUSINESS MEETING: SAFETY TIPS BY RICH BLENKUSH 
 See Notes on Page 5 

 

Charlie Meyer showed a film about Ferche Millwork and we toured the facility 

 

THE MAY MEETING (5/15/02) WILL BE AT THE SAUK RAPIDS MIDDLE SCHOOL, AT 7:00 PM 

USE DOOR 9 ï ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE SCHOOL  
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 The weather finally cooperated and we were pleased to have 45 woodworkers attend the meeting at 

Ferches.   Rich Blenkush gave a very interesting and informative talk about shop safety.  Woodworking is 

an amazingly rewarding vocation or hobby but we all need to pay special attention to safety because of the 

tools and equipment we use to create our projects.  Table saws, jointers, routers, chisels, planes and all of 

our other treasured tools can make our work easy but also need to be treated with respect.  A momentôs in-

attention or poor work habits can cause serious injury and could end a personôs ability to work with wood.  

Thanks, Rich, for all the safety tips and reminders. 

 Charlie Meyer and Steve Wilson gave tours of the Ferche facility.  A film that Steve has produced 

for Ferche prefaced the tour.   The film shows the history of Ferche Millwork and offers a look at their 

products and facility.  The tours were really interesting with lots of industrial strength woodworking hap-

pening. Thanks to Charlie and Steve for the tours and the hospitality. 

 This month (May) we get to have our first meeting at our new ñhomeò.  The facility should work 

really well for our meetings.  There is a map and address for the school elsewhere in this newsletter for 

those who donôt know where the school is located. 

        Hope to see you there!    Roland 



Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

M ay  2 0 0 2  

Waxing Nostalgic 
       Mike Stromme 

  

 It is hard to remember when project plans were not on tan paper.  

 

 Yes, tan paper. If you cut apart a grocery bag right, it gives you a 

nice large surface to draw plans for all your projects. Thatôs only the  

beginning of the uses in the shop for this almost free item. On top of the 

workbench to keep and protect the surface from paints and glues, to help 

mask off areas when painting, wrapping packages to be mailed, tracing 

patterns, making patterns, and the list goes on forever. 

 

 One of my early projects was an All-American Soap Box Derby 

car. Plans to scale, then to full size and tacked to the garage wall, full 

sized templates to cut pieces from wood, masking off the design for 

painting and even wrapping and taping the car to protect it from damage 

until race day. 

 

 I can not remember when tan paper bags from the grocery store were not one of the most important and 

used items in my home and shop. I always doubled bagged grocery to bring more home each trip to the store. I 

said almost free. It is only fair that you bought something to put into the bags from the grocery. 

 

 Nostalgic? You bet. While going over some old plans for a project I first made in 195? (I think), I 

found the RED OWL grocery store logo on the back. 
 

Schedule of Events 

THE MAY MEETING

(5/15/02) WILL BE AT THE 

SAUK RAPIDS MIDDLE 

SCHOOL, AT  7:00 PM 

USE DOOR 9 ï ON THE 

EAST SIDE OF THE 

SCHOOL ï  

 

ñDove Tailò video  John Caye 

 

Note: By popular request, the 

new meeting time is 7:00 pm. 
  

See you there!  



 Whoôs Who In CMWA 

 

 If your spouse is named 

Marilyn and you have three 

daughters, Terri, Karen, and 

Janis, you are the CMWA 

Whoôs Who this month. 

 This member enjoys do-

ing all kinds of projects, cutting 

boards to curio cabinets and it all 

began in a High School woodworking class. A lazy susan, which his 

mother was very proud of, started him on a life long journey. 

 Marilyn (his spouse) and he own a local gift shop, the Gift 

Mart, where they sell many wood items he has made. Unique 

shelves are his specialty (special orders are available to customers), 

and He is very proud of having made all the display pieces in the 

store. 

 Family and friends keep his project list full the year round. 

On Mondays you can buy new tires from him in the Tire Depart-

ment at Samôs Club. 

 Don Hassis claims to be retired now for four years, but it 

seems to me that he is juggling a full load.  

 

DW106K 3/8ò DeWalt Electric Drill Kit 

with keyless chuck, with case.  

Regularly $69.99 CMWA members $59.99  

 

RF1100 Makita 2 1/4 HP Electronic Router 1/4ò 

and 1/2ò collar  

Regularly $189.99 CMWA members $169.99  

 

Through May 31st 2002  

Limited to in stock units.  

Previous CMWA 
Members of the 

Month  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Greg Niesen (March)   

 

Kurt Kammermeier (April) 
  

Jorgensen Clamp Deadline 
 

We will be taking orders for Jorgen-

sen clamps at the May meeting.  

This will be the last chance to get in 

on the buy.   

If you canôt attend the meeting and 

are interested in purchasing clamps 

call Roland Johnson at 968-7194.   



Map For Mayôs Meeting, Remember 7:00 PM start 

Central Minnesota Woodworkerôs Association 

Organization Address 

1985 95th Ave NE  

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

 This is your chance to not only voice you opinion 

on where the group should go, but also to place adôs in our 

ñWant Adsò section (Free postings for CMWA Members) 

 In order to place a want ad, Complete this form or 

attend the next meeting to find out the easiest way to place 

your ad. (Non-members 8.00 per ad.) 

Your ideas are important and you can voice them here.  

Get In A 

Word Or Two 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcement Want Ad (WANTED) 

Want Ad (SELLING) Question To Be Answered 

Announcements / Suggestions / Inquiries 

MAIL QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS 

TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS : => 

May Meeting 
 

The new meeting location is at 

the Mississippi Heights Middle 

School, 1003 South 4th Street, 

Sauk Rapids. 
    

Use door number 9 on the east 

side of the school.   
 

There is a parking lot on the 

east side of the school that will 

be available for our use. 



 

BUSINESS MEETING: SAFETY TIPS BY RICH BLENKUSH 
 

Rich is a teacher at the Albany High School,  

 he teaches metal and woodworking  

 

Rich covered personal safety, shop safety and machine/tool safety 

 

 

 

A handout was provided, if you missed the meeting 

and want a copy, see Rich  

Safety tips 

Use RainX to keep the dust off lenses ï (renew 

once in awhile) ï automotive supply stores carry it 

Prolong your hearing by using ear plugs 

Fine dust is considered a carcinogenic ï depending 

upon your time of exposure use a dust mask or a 

dust collection system 

Make sure metal cabinets are grounded 

Radial arm saws, and band saws cause the most injuries  

The most benign tools, are sometimes the most dangerous, because we donôt respect them 

Moving parts should be painted orange 

OSHA offers a pamphlet regarding color coding your machines; they also have a book with a 

guide to color coding-OSHA website:  www.osha.gov/.com 

When you are doing repetitive things, take a break so you donôt become negligent.   FOCUS 

FOCUS FOCUS!!! 

Always set the guard 1/8ò to 1/4ò above the wood (1/4ò rule) 

When using push sticks, always push in the center of the wood 

Make a zero clearance throat plate 

Good lighting is very important  

Remember, a kick-back comes from the back of the blade 

Jim Kvidera  Newsletter Editor 

Mike Stromme  Asst. Editor / Advertising         

2002 CMWA Officers and Directors 

Roland Johnson   President   

John Caye  Vice-President 

JoAnn Johnson  Secretary   

Bob Burnett  Treasurer 

Dan Iburg  Board Member   

Rick Schroeder  Board Member 

Ted Stevens  Board Member   

Mike Stromme  Board Member  

Club Video 
 

We are going to be purchasing 

some woodworking videos 

from the Taunton Press (Fine 

Woodworking Magazine).  If 

anyone has any suggestions 

about videos they would like us 

to purchase please let us know 

at the May meeting.   
 

You can view a list of available videos by going to the 

Taunton website, www.Taunton.com.   The club receives a 

discount on video or book purchases from the Taunton 

Press.   
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Organization Address 

1985 95th Ave NE  

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

Phone: 320-968-8859 

  

Email:jpkvidera@aol.com 

C E N T R A L  M I N N E S O T A  
W O O D W O R K E R ' S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

Central Minnesota 

Woodworkerôs 

Association  

Mailing Address Line 1  
Mailing Address Line 2  

Mailing Address Line 3  

Mailing Address Line 4  
Mailing Address Line 5  

Celebrating Wood Through   
Fellowship & Learning  

Upcoming Events 
Upcoming Meetings: 
 

May ï THE MAY MEETING (5/15/02) WILL BE AT THE  

  SAUK RAPIDS MIDDLE SCHOOL, ï AT 7:00 PM 

 USE DOOR 9 ï ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE SCHOOL  
 

 Note: By popular request, the new meeting time is 7:00 pm. 

 

 

The new meeting location is at the Mississippi Heights 

 Middle School, 1003 South 4th Street, Sauk Rapids. 
    

Use door number 9 on the east side of the school.   
 

There is a parking lot on the east side of the school that 

 will be available for our use. 
 

Central Minnesota 

Woodworkerôs Association 


