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CMWA MEETING 
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Location:  Mississippi Heights School, Sauk 

Rapids 

 

MEETING AGENDA: 

Leigh Dovetail Jig Video 

Gifkins Dovetail Jig Video 

John Kirkoff will demonstrate a “handmade” dovetail jig 

 

CURRENT BUSINESS: 

Tonight is the first meeting in our “new home”, and we would like to thank Greg Vandal and Sandy     

Grosland for their help & for allowing us to use this facility for our meetings. 

We have the room for one year, at no charge.  In return for the use of the facility we will be creating an 

Outreach Program for kids 10 – 15 years old. 

We would like to reach the kids who have not yet started to seriously think about a vocation. 

This program could help them in their decision-making, and/or teach them enough about woodworking for 

it to become a hobby. 

Volunteers are needed for this program. 

Our thoughts are to bring this Outreach Program to various schools. 
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 The first meeting at our new location attracted 32 woodworkers.  We had a number of new faces at the meeting 

and it is always a pleasure to welcome new woodworkers to the club.   

 We watched a video on making dovetails using the Gifkin dovetail jig.  The jig is a relatively simple, easy to use 

router jig for making through dovetails.  Operating the jig is easy as it is designed to be used on a router table.  The jig 

cuts different sized dovetails by simply changing a template on the jig and using the corresponding router bits.   

 The video also had an interesting section on building boxes using the Gifkin jig and various router bits.  Roger 

Gifkin the designer of the jig is a professional box maker in Australia and he shows some of his tricks for making small 

boxes. 

 John Kirchoff gave a demonstration of hand-cut dovetails.  John used a Dozuki saw, which is a thin-kerf Japa-

nese back saw that cuts on the pull stroke creating exceptionally narrow, accurate saw cuts.  Cutting the dovetails first 

and using them to mark the sockets and pins is John’s preferred method. John made the whole process look easy, and 

with some practice most of us can turn out acceptable hand-cut dovetails.   

 There was some talk of the possibility of doing a group purchase of Gifkin jigs.  I e-mailed Roger in Australia 

and he said he would be willing to work something out with us.  If anyone is interested in getting a Gifkin Dovetail jig 

this may be the best deal available.  There are several packages available and can be viewed on the web at   

www.Gifkins.com.au/  along with prices.  

 I hope to see you at the next meeting.  It should be an interesting one!  Until then, Good Woodworking!   Roland 
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Waxing Nostalgic 

By Mike Stromme 

At some time when waxing nostalgic, you just knew the topic of wax had to 

come up.  As I recollect, the choices were much less cluttered with high tec 

chemistry.  There were four basic waxes used in my grandfather’s shop. 

A trip to the general store could get you two of the four right off the shelf.  Household paraffin wax and 

Johnson’s paste wax were always on the shelf and they listed uses right on their packaging.  Number three 

was more seasonal, but more available at the right time of the year, as the honeybees had been busy all sum-

mer.  More than the bees wax, there were all those sweet products made with that Ooh so good bit-o-honey. 

The last of the four had to be ordered.  It was a bit spendy so was only used for special projects.  I’ll wager at 

some time in your life, you’ve all heard about carnauba wax.  This wax is a vegetable-fat type of wax and in 

its raw form it is hard as a rock.  When it was ordered, you had the choice of block or flakes.  To use this 

wax, other chemicals had to be added that would dictate its final use.  Back then, even before federal govern-

ment intervention, they all came with information as to their uses and preparation. 

The uses and preparation of these I know can easily fill a book and there are some books out there that al-

ready offer lists of good applications.  One book that I am referring to had daily use in the good old days, was 

always available on the kitchen table, and was always a good read and educator.  The Farmer’s Almanac is 

still a good buy, a great source of information, and a fascinating read. 

Schedule of  Events 

June (Wed, June 19th)  

Mississippi Heights Middle 

School in Sauk Rapids.    

Brad Sankey from         

Diamond Vogel Paints,              
(3500 West Division Street, St. Cloud)     

will give a demonstration 

on stains and glazes.   
 

July will feature making arched 

top paneled doors using a router 

and patterns.  A video produced 

by CMT Sommerfeld will show 

how the process works.   
 

August will be mortise and 

tenon month. Dave Blenkush 

will demonstrate various meth-

ods for cutting mortise and te-

nons.   
 

September will be hand plane 

month.  There will be various 

demonstrations on sharpening, 

tuning and using hand planes.  

Bring your favorite hand plane 

and join in on the fun. 
 

October will be a sticky month.  

We will discuss adhesives and 

glues.  Demonstrations of 

proper gluing and clamping 

techniques will be presented.  

Hot hide glue will be one of the 

glues discussed and demon-

strated, for all of the traditional 



Whoôs Who in CMWA 

By Mike Stromme 

The Who’s Who is in a bit of a bind.  

At last month’s meeting, I approached half a dozen members about 

being this months Who’s Who and found no takers.  The idea here 

is to be an icebreaker for social interaction at our meetings. 

Our group is widely diverse and has many different types of    

character, interests, and history. Who’s Who is to provide some  

basic facts to help bridge the conversational gaps and stimulate 

conversations.  This is the premise and design of this part of the 

newsletter. 

With all those who have gone before you, they have had the say in 

what was printed.  I only try to edit and present it in an entertaining 

format. 

Please help us to become more informed and knowledgeable about 

our membership by being a little less bashful.  

 

Dewalt DW733   12 1/2”  portable planer – 

price too low to advertise  

Call Greg Neisen 257-3561 for a price  

Dewalt DW 926K-2R   9.6V reconditioned Drill Driver Kit                            

Drill, 2 batteries, case & charger full 1 year warranty  $79.99  

 

Bosch 3360K  Bosch 12V cordless drill kit  

Drill, 2 batteries, case & charger $147.99  

 

 

JORGENSEN CLAMPS 

The Jorgensen clamps have been or-

dered and should hopefully be here 

by the June meeting.  Those of you 

who can’t attend the meeting can 

contact Roland Johnson at          

(320) 968-7194 to arrange pickup. 

Free Wood 
Dave Blenkush still has some free 

wood available.  He has about 600 bf 

of 6/4 aspen in random lengths from 

10 in. to 34 in.  He also has about 100 

pieces. of 5/4 x 5-5/8 x 24 in. red oak.   

 

Give him a holler if you are interested 

in some good wood. 

 Sum-sum-summertime! 
 

With sum-

mer finally 

here there 

are many of 

us who 

spend our 

free time 

outside 

rather than 

in our shops.   

If your shop sits idle for the summer, 

make sure to put a coat of wax on all of 

those bare metal surfaces to retard rust.  

It is always a good idea to disconnect 

the electricity from machines that are 

not going to be used for an extended 

period.  On nice dry days open the shop 

door and windows and air the place out, 

your tools and wood will greatly appre-

ciate it.  Have a safe and sunny summer.    

    RJ 



Map For June’s Meeting, Remember 7:00 PM start 

June Meeting 
 

The new meeting location is at the 

Mississippi Heights Middle School, 

1003 South 4th Street, Sauk Rapids. 
    

Use door number 9 on the east side 

of the school.   
 

There is a parking lot on the east side 

of the school that will be available 

for our use. 

MEETING: 

We watched a video on the Gifkins Dovetail Jig; this jig is made in 

Australia; it makes a “through” dovetail; you can make dovetails 

quickly with this jig; and they are well made; this jig can be set up on 

a router table; the maker of the jig is a renowned box maker in Australia 

After the video John Kirchoff showed the group how to cut a dovetail by hand.   

The dovetail John demonstrated has pins and tails 

John cuts the “tails” first 

6 to 1 angle (for every 6” down; 1” over) 1” angle/6” height 

Take a marking gauge and set it the same thickness as the drawer end  

The width of the bottom of the dovetail has to be at least as wide as the chisel 

After it has been laid out, put an “X” on the portion your going to remove 

John used a Duzuki Japanese saw to cut the dovetails 

Use scribe lines to set the chisel in 

John was able to successfully cut and fit the dovetail together, despite all the help he was receiving from 

the group 

We also viewed a video on making a box using the Gifkins Dovetail Jig. 

There was not enough time to view the Leigh Jig Video 

Alex N. supplied a sample of White Lightning polish used for sharpening blades; if you are interested in 

purchasing it, their website address and phone number is listed in the April Newsletter. 

Minutes by JoAnn Johnson 
 

OUR JUNE MEETING IS JUNE 19 AT THE MISSISSIPPI HEIGHTS SCHOOL IN SAUK RAPIDS 

  USE DOOR 9 ï ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE SCHOOL  



Bad Vibes 
 I recently completed a short article for 

Fine Woodworking on anti-vibration gloves.  

The research I did for the article brought home 

the importance of protecting our hands.  We 

can’t work wood if our hands don’t work.   

 High vibration damage, referred to 

HAVS (hand arm vibration syndrome), is a seri-

ous ailment caused by the destruction of the 

small blood vessels and nerves in our hands, es-

pecially our fingers.  This is an accumulative 

process and cannot be corrected once the dam-

age is done.  The result of the damage is sensi-

tivity to cold and a loss of feeling in the fingers.  

I can attest to the numbness, my fingertips 

“tingle” all of the time, 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week and will continue to do so for the 

rest of my life.  Too many hours using vibrating 

tools have given me more than I wanted from 

my woodworking.  Wearing anti-vibration 

gloves when I use high vibration tools, such as 

routers, sanders and even my lawn mower, will 

hopefully stop any further damage.  The gloves I 

used were very comfortable and did a great job 

in greatly reducing the amount of vibration 

transmitted from the tools to my hands.  Be sure 

to buy gloves that fit your hand snuggly.  Loose 

fitting gloves are hard to manipulate and will end 

up laying on a shelf where they won’t help your 

hands one bit. 

 Anti-vibration gloves are available from 

safety supply houses and the Ergodyne brand, 

especially model 9015, are the best.  Just remem-

ber that it is unsafe to wear any gloves around 

tools where the gloves can become entangled in 

a blade or cutter.  Ergodyne can also be found at 

www.ergodyne.com.              Roland Johnson 

Jim Kvidera  Newsletter Editor 

Mike Stromme Asst. Editor / Advertising         

2002 CMWA Officers and Directors 

Roland Johnson  President  

John Caye  Vice-President 

JoAnn Johnson Secretary  

Bob Burnett  Treasurer 

Dan Iburg  Board Member  

Rick Schroeder Board Member 

Ted Stevens  Board Member 

Mike Stromme Board Member  

Upcoming Meeting Schedule 
 

The June meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 

19th  at Mississippi Heights Middle School in Sauk 

Rapids. Brad Sankey from Diamond Vogel Paints, 

(3500 West Division Street, St. Cloud) will give a 

demonstration on stains and glazes.  This should be 

a very interesting presentation and will be im-

mensely helpful for those of us who have problems 

matching factory stain colors. 
 

The July meeting will feature making arched top 

paneled doors using a router and patterns.  A video 

produced by CMT Sommerfeld will show how the 

process works.   
 

August will be mortise and tenon joint month.  Dave 

Blenkush will demonstrate various methods for cut-

ting mortise and tenons.   
 

September will be hand plane month.  There will be 

various demonstrations on sharpening, tuning and 

using hand planes.  Bring your favorite hand plane 

and join in on the fun. 
 

October will be a sticky month.  We will discuss 

adhesives and glues.  Demonstrations of proper glu-

ing and clamping techniques will be presented.  Hot 

hide glue will be one of the glues discussed and 

demonstrated, for all of the traditional woodworkers. 
 



MAY MEETING NOTES  
 

1 

MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING 1 

CALENDAR OF  EVENTS 2 

WAXING NOSTALGIC 2 

WHOõS WHO IN THE C.M.W.A 
 

3 

JORGENSON CLAMP  
FREE WOOD 

3 

MEETING SCHEDULE 5 

BAD VIBES 5 

IN

Organization Address 

1985 95th Ave NE  

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

Phone: 320-968-8859 

Note: Newsletter E-mail Address has changed 

NEW Email:  JIMKVIDERA@ASTOUND.NET 

C E N T R A L  M I N N E S O T A  
W O O D W O R K E R ' S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

Central Minnesota 

Woodworkerôs 

Association  

Mailing Address Line 1  
Mailing Address Line 2  

Mailing Address Line 3  

Mailing Address Line 4  
Mailing Address Line 5  

Celebrating Wood Through   
Fellowship & Learning  

Upcoming Events 
 

The new meeting location is at the Mississippi Heights 

 Middle School, 1003 South 4th Street, Sauk Rapids. 

      See map Page 4 
    

Use door number 9 on the east side of the school.   
 

There is a parking lot on the east side of the school that 

 will be available for our use. 

Central Minnesota 

Woodworkerôs Association 

CMWA Members 

Is there anything youôd like to see in this newsletter that 

isnôt there. Would you like to see more questions and an-

swers, or more tricks of the trade? Weôd like to have your 

input. Please, bring ideas to the next meeting. Thanks!! 


