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OLD BUSINESS: 

Gaylen Keyes met with a representative from Habitat for Humanity who would like to speak at an upcoming 

meeting.  Gaylen will set this up. 

Out Reach Program 

o Please sign up if you are interested in volunteering to help get this program started 

o For students age 11 ï 15 years old 

o Show videos on woodworking 

o Construct a small project from a kit ï which would be created by our volunteers 

o If you are interested, please let Roland know 

New Address ï CMWA, PO Box 1955 , St. Cloud, MN 56302 

Congratulations to Dick Pawlenty, who not only completed the tugboat he was building, but also took a 1st 

place in the Wheels, Wings & Water Festival!   
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We had 32 woodworkers attend the August meeting.  Dave Blenkush gave us a great demonstration on hand cutting mortise and te-

non joints.  Dave made it look easy, and with the appropriate tools and a bit of practice the mortise and tenon joint is a strong joint 

that any of us can successfully accomplish.  Dave will repeat the demonstration for the club at one of the winter meetings for those 

who missed this meeting. Thanks again Dave, that was a first-class demonstration. 

A termite walks into a tavern and shouts, "Hey! Where's the bar tender?" 

 One day, Joey got fired from his construction job. Not wanting his wife to know, he decided to stop by 

his brother's house until 5, when his shift would have regularly ended. 
 

His nephew, noticing that he looked a little down asked him what happened. 
 

 "You know what a foreman is?" Uncle Joey asked his nephew. 
 

 "You mean the guy who stands around all day and watches while everyone else works, what's that got 

to do with anything?" the nephew inquired. 
 

 "Well, he got jealous and fired me." Uncle Joe explained. "Everyone thought I was the foreman." 

 A young boy around seven years old got separated from his father at a large woodworking trade show. 
 

 Remembering what his parents told him to do if he got separated from them in public, he approached a 

security guard and reported that he had lost his dad. 
 

 "What's he like?" the security guard inquired. 
 

 ñMom says beer and women." the boy replied. 
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S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 2  Schedule of  

Events 

With the Small Busi-

ness Development Center 

program scheduled for 

September we are moving 

the previously scheduled 

hand plane tune-up and 

demo to October and the 

glue and adhesive program 

to November.   

UPDATE : 
CMWA mailing address  

Our new official address is: 
  

CMWA,  P.O Box 1955,              
 

St. Cloud, MN   
 

  56302-1955 
 

Please make any necessary changes 

DEMONSTRATION  (See pictures on the following page) 
 

Mortise & Tenon Joinery ï by Dave Blenkush 

The mortise and tenon is an extremely strong joint that does not rely on glue for its strength.   

Easy to make; Can be made with hand tools, power tools or a combination 

Hand tools required:  scratch awl, knife, small square, fine tooth saw, mortise chisel, mortise gauge, hammer, 

rabbet plane, bench chisel, small router plane 

Power tools:  router with mortising jig, hollow chisel mortising attachment for the drill press or a stand-alone 

hollow chisel mortiser.  The tenons can be cut on the table saw with the aid of a tenoning jig, or can be cut on 

the band saw. 

It is easier to do the mortise first, then the tenon 

The tenon has two parts ï the shoulder and the cheek; the only glued surface is on the cheek 

Dave demonstrated how to make a hand mortise & tenon 

Some tips:   

o Always work chisel away from you 

o Horn = a piece you leave on joint for strength while working the joint, but trim off later 

o Clean out the bottom of the mortise with compressed air, or a chisel 

o Good lighting is essential 

o Cut the cheeks first on the tenon 

Biscuit vs. mortise ï both are strong joints but the biscuit joint relies on glue for most of its strength. 

Loose or floating tenons can be used as a method of repairing, however, attached tenons are stronger 

 

Thank you, Dave, for giving a very informative demonstration and sharing your knowledge! 

 

Next meeting:  September 18th, 7 p.m. at the Mississippi Heights Middle School   



Variations of the mortise and tenon 

joint displayed by Dave Blenkush  

Shopfax Wood Vises  
 

D2256   6.5ó    regularly $29.99                

Woodworkers $22.99  

D2255   8ó      regularly $39.99                

Woodworkers $31.99  

D2303   10ó     regularly $49.99                

Woodworkers $41.99  
 

PFE 40254T     NEW                      
1/4ó*25õ  Flexell air hose Ultra  

lightweight and flexible  

regularly $24.99                

Woodworkers $21.99  
 

AO90545  NEW  AO Safety  ð 

Worktunes Hearing protection 

with AM/FM radio                      

regularly $54.99                

Woodworkers $48.99  
 

* First 5 people to come   * 

* in with their newsletter *        

* receive a free gift         *  

Mortice and Tenon  
A mortice is the cavity cut to hold a tenon. Because of the grain structure of wood, 
a mortice goes through the side of a timber, while a tenon is cut on the end. Tenon 
comes from the same root word as tendon, tenant, and tenacious, all in the sense 
of holding. A tenon is any extension that fits into a socket or mortice in another 
piece to help hold the two together. A tenon is usually a continuous part of one of 
the two pieces, but it may also be an independent part, or a "free" tenon. In this last 
sense, a dowel joining two boards is a free tenon.  

A few of the hand tools Dave 
B.used in creating tight mortise and 

tenon joints. 

Dave B. chiseling his way through 
a demonstration he gave at the 

August meeting 



Web sites for the woodworker. 
 

www.woodweb.com  Probably one of the most comprehensive woodworking sites on the internet.  The site 

is geared more toward the professional woodworker, but anyone with an interest in woodworking can bene-

fit from a visit.  There are a number of forums, departments that deal with specific aspects of woodworking 

as well as classified ads.  Plan to spend an evening with Woodweb. 
 

www.Taunton.com  The Taunton Press publishes a number of high quality magazines including Fine 

Woodworking and Fine Homebuilding.  Each magazine has its own web site within the Taunton site.  Fo-

rums, tips, video clips and a number of other information sources are well presented at this site.  The Taun-

ton Press also publishes Fine Cooking, Fine Gardening and Threads for those with interests other than just 

woodworking.  A well designed, information packed site. 
 

There are thousands of woodworking sites on the web.  These are a couple that I frequent.  If you have a 

favorite woodworking site please let us know so we can share it with the members.  Thanks 
 

Map For September  Meeting, Remember 7:00 PM  

September Meeting 
 

The meeting location is again at 

the Mississippi Heights Middle 

School, 1003 South 4th Street, 

Sauk Rapids. 
    

Use door number 9 on the east 

side of the school.   
 

There is a parking lot on the 

east side of the school that will 

be available for our use. 



Jim Kvidera  Newsletter Editor 

Mike Stromme Asst. Editor / Advertising         

2002 CMWA Officers and Directors 

Roland Johnson  President  

John Caye  Vice-President 

JoAnn Johnson  Secretary  

Bob Burnett  Treasurer 

Dan Iburg  Board Member  

Rick Schroeder Board Member 

Ted Stevens  Board Member 

Mike Stromme Board Member  

Upcoming Meeting Schedule 
 

 

The September 18th, 2002 meeting 

will feature representatives from the 

Small Business Development Center. 
 

This monthôs meeting should be of special interest 

to any of our members who have their own wood-

working business or are interested in starting a busi-

ness.  The Small Business Development Center will 

be presenting a program geared to the small busi-

ness operator.  This will be an incredible opportu-

nity to speak with professionals about your business 

questions.  Thanks to Tom Homan for setting this 

up for us. 
  

Changes to the upcoming 

meeting schedule 
 

With the Small Business Development Center 

program scheduled for September we are mov-

ing the previously scheduled hand plane tune-

up and demo to October and the glue and adhe-

sive program to November.   

Q&A  

We are initiating a new section in the newsletter.  Q&A will 

be a forum for club members to seek answers to woodwork-

ing questions.  If you have a question that needs an answer 

send it to us and we will do our best to answer it, and we 

may even have the correct answer!  Weôll make up some-

thing interesting if we canôt find the answer so the section 

should at least be fun to read!! 

FLAG CASE PROJECT  
 

The 9-11- 01 attacks were meant 

to break the spirit of America and its 

people. Instead, Americans from all 

over the country are responding, help-

ing one another and making a commit-

ment to keeping this nation strong and 

our way of life intact.  
 

Now you too can help and show 

your support for America and the 

Americans we lost in the most horrific 

attacks this nation has ever witnessed.  
 

Woodworkers United For America 

was formed out of the desire to lend a hand in this time 

of need. It is our goal to do just what our motto says, 

"Using our skills to lift their spirits".  

 

 

 

 
 

The following website will have this plan and more info. 

http://www.woodworkersunitedforamerica.org/projects.htm 

WANT ADS 
FOR SALE:  Delta Contractors Saw Unifence 

with two fences, machined pulleys with seg-

mented belt, side table and off-feed table.  Ex-

cellent condition.  $650.00   

Call Roland Johnson @ 968-7005 or-7194 
 

WANTED: Riding lawnmower/lawn tractor. 

Will take working or repairable, parts & pieces 

Time to clean out the shed. 

Call Jim Kvidera @ 255-9226 or 493-0630 
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Organization Address 

 P.O Box 1955,         

 St. Cloud, MN  56302-1955.  

Phone: 320-968-8859 

Note: Newsletter E-mail Address has changed 

Email:  JIMKVIDERA@MN.ASTOUND.NET 

C E N T R A L  M I N N E S O T A  
W O O D W O R K E R ' S  A S S O C I AT I O N 

Central Minnesota 

Woodworkerôs 

Association  

Mailing Address Line 1  
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Celebrating Wood Through   
Fellowship & Learning  

Central Minnesota 

Woodworkerôs Association 

CMWA mailing address change. 

We know have our own post office box.   

Our new official address is:  CMWA,  

     P.O Box 1955,         

     St. Cloud, MN  56302-1955.  

 

NEXT MEETING:  

The Sept. 18th  meeting will be at 7:00 pm at the Mississippi 

Heights Middle School in Sauk Rapids, door 9 at the east end of 

the building. 
An attorney, a banker and an LPA will be at the meeting to explain 

small business practices and answer any questions concerning starting 

or operating a small business.  This is a wonderful opportunity to get 

some advice for your business or to learn what it takes to start a small 

business.  

See you on Wednesday. 


