
New sletter

1

CMW A Me e ting Re cap
Sauk  Rapids -Rice  Middle  Sch ool on April 18, 2007 at 

7PM. Re cap adapte d from  s e cre tary’s  m e e ting m inute s .

W ood Move m e nt
Roland Joh ns on de live re d an inform ative  pre s e ntation 

on w ood m ove m e nt. 
Se e  W ood Move m e nt th is  page

CMW A Stude nt Outre ach  
Joh n W ils on, re ports  th at th e  program  h as  now  be e n 

com ple te d.
Se e  CMW A Stude nt Outre ach  Program  on page  3

Pop Tabs  for Ronald McDonald H ous e   
Tom  H om an is  colle cting pop can tabs  

for th e  Ronald McDonald H ous e .  Ple as e  
colle ct your pop tabs  and bring th e m  to a 
future  m e e ting.

Month ly Door Prize s   
Fre d H aack  w on th is  m onth ’s  door priz e . It include d a 

Sh op Fox Sq uare , a Route r Mat, and tack  cloth s .

Ne xt Me e ting  
Our ne xt m e e ting w ill be  h e ld on May 16, 2007 at 7:00 

PM at th e  Sauk  Rapids -Rice  Middle  Sch ool W oods h op.
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W ood Move m e nt
Pre s e ntation by Roland Joh ns on
W ritte n by Joh n W ils on

Rollie  firs t pointe d out th e  te rm s  us e d in cutting lum be r.
A “flitch ” m e ans  lum be r th at w as  all cut from  th e  s am e  

tre e . A flitch  is  th e  m os t pre fe rre d by furniture  m ak e rs  
s ince  all of th e  w ood is  lik e ly to be  of th e  s am e  color and 
grain and w ill give  a cons is te nt appe arance  th rough out. It 
is  als o k now  as  “s aw ing th ru and th ru”.

Rollie  pointe d out 
th e  diffe re nce s  
be tw e e n th e  th re e  
m ain type s  of s aw ing 
us e d in th e  lum be r 
indus try, q uarte r 
s aw n, rift s aw n and 
th e  s tandard m e th od 
of flat s aw ing.

Be caus e  of its  
dram atic grain appe arance , q uarte r s aw n lum be r is  th e  
m os t w ide ly s ough t afte r lum be r us e d in fine  furniture . 
Unlik e  m os t com m on lum be r, its  grain runs  9 0 de gre e s  to 
th e  face  of th e  board. Quarte r s aw n lum be r als o h as  th e  
dis tinct q uality of be ing th e  m os t s table  of all th re e  type s  
of lum be r, be caus e  of th e  grain dire ction e s tablis h e d by 
th e  s aw ing m e th od us e d. Unfortunate ly, be caus e  of th e  
large  am ount of w as te  cre ate d by th e  q uarte r s aw ing 
m e th od, it is  als o th e  m os t e xpe ns ive  of th e  th re e  cuts , 
and is  th e  m os t difficult to obtain at m os t re tail lum be r 
outle ts . Youngblood Lum be r is  a good s ource  for th is  type  
of lum be r.

Rift s aw n lum be r is  th e  s e cond m os t s ough t afte r 
lum be r in th e  furniture  m ak ing indus try. Its  grain runs  

Roland Joh ns on e xplains  h ow  a 
log is  cut into lum be r.

Pre s ide nt's  Note s

I re ce ive d a couple  of e m ails  from  pe ople  w h o w e re  
look ing for inform ation about our w oodw ork ing group.  It 
s tarte d m e  th ink ing about w h at th e  CMW A is  re ally about 
and h ow  our m e m be rs  be ne fit from  be longing.

I am  pre s e ntly building an arts  and crafts  s tyle  m irror 
fram e  and at th e  tim e  of our las t m e e ting it w as  s till in th e  
de s ign s tage s .

Rollie  Joh ns on gave  a gre at pre s e ntation on grain 
orie ntation, proportions  and w ood m ove m e nt in furniture  
de s ign.  Th e  ne xt day, I re de s igne d m y m irror fram e  to 
incorporate  w h at I h ad le arne d at th e  m e e ting. 
Spe cifically, I tape re d th e  s tile s  to give  a m ore  s table  and 
balance d appe arance .  I ch ange d out a fe w  boards  for 
one s  w ith  m ore  s table  grain patte rns .  I m ove d th e  s m alle r 
arch e d bas e  up to th e  top and re place d it w ith  a w ide r 
one .  Th e re ’s  no doubt th at I le arne d a num be r of good 
tips  at th e  m e e ting.

Th e  joint de s ign de cis ion w as  an e as y one .  I ne e de d to 
ge t th e  proje ct done  q uick ly, s o I ch os e  pock e t h ole  
fas te ne rs .  W e  h ad a m e e ting pre s e ntation on pock e t h ole  
joints  las t fall, w h ich  m ade  m e  fe e l ve ry com fortable  us ing 
th e m  for th e  m irror fram e .

I’m  us ing e bony inlays  in th e  s tile s .  From  our 
pre s e ntation on glue s , I k ne w  th at I ne e de d to tak e  
s pe cial pre cautions  w ith  de ns e  oily w oods  lik e  e bony.  It 
ne e ds  to be  glue d ve ry s oon afte r m ach ining.  Th is  is  

Continue d page  2. Continue d page  2.
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CMW A

May 2007

Ne xt Me e ting: 
May 16th  at 7:00PM at SR-R Middle  Sch ool
Board Me e ting:
May 16th  at 6:00PM at Coborn's  in Sauk  
Rapids

Ce ntral Minne s ota W oodw ork e r’s  As s oc.

Pre s ide nt
Vice  Pre s ide nt

Tre as ure r
Se cre tary

Board of Dire ctors

Dire ctor of Mark e ting
Ne w s le tte r Editor

Scott Randall
Tom  Doom
Kurt Z nie w s k i
Joh n W ils on
Gre do Golde ns te in, Brad Know le s
Ron McKe e ve r, Scott Sch roe de r 
Joh n Sk alla, Cy Vale rius
Tom  H om an
Darre n McKe e ve r

Th e  CMW A is  a group of m e n and w om e n from  around 
th e  St. Cloud Minne s ota are a w h o s h are  a com m on 
inte re s t in th e  art and bus ine s s  of w oodw ork ing. W e  m e e t 
m onth ly in Sauk  Rapids  and s h are  inform ation, 
te ch niq ue s  and topics  of inte re s t in th e  are a of 
w oodw ork ing.

done  to pre ve nt th e  oils  from  s e e ping out to th e  s urface s  
to be  glue d.  Ebony is  a ve ry de ns e  w ood.  Th e  s urface  
s h ould be  s ande d ligh tly to be tte r acce pt th e  glue .  As  
w ith  all oily w oods , th e  s urface s  be ing glue d s h ould be  
w ipe d w ith  m ine ral s pirits  or ace tone  jus t be fore  glue  
application.  Glue s  w ith  longe r ope n tim e s  w ill als o allow  
be tte r pe ne tration of th e  s urface  of th e  e bony.

Th e  s urface  pre paration de m ons tration convince d m e  
th at th e  e xtra s te ps  re ally do m ak e  a diffe re nce .  At th is  
m e e ting, th e re  w e re  tw o s am ple s  place d s ide  by s ide . 
One  w as  run th rough  a s tandard plane r and s ande d to 
150 grit.  Th e  oth e r w as  h and plane d, s crape d w ith  a 
cabine t s crape r, a card s crape r and s ande d to 400 grit. 
Th e  diffe re nce  be tw e e n th e  tw o w as  ve ry obvious .  Th e  
s e cond cas e  h ad a m uch  h igh e r de gre e  of clarity and 
lus te r.  Th is  is  th e  s urface  pre paration th at I ch os e  to us e  
on m y m irror fram e .

I ch os e  and oil bas e d s tain and a lacq ue r finis h  coat jus t 
be caus e  I h ad it on h and.  Afte r Scott Be attie ’s  
pre s e ntation on finis h ing and w ax application, I m ay 
e xpe rim e nt w ith  a final coat of w ax to ge t th e  e ffe cts  th at 
I’m  look ing for.

I am  a profe s s ional w oodw ork e r.  Ye t, alm os t e ve ry 
de cis ion on m y m irror fram e  proje ct w as  bas e d on 
inform ation obtaine d at one  of our m e e tings .  I’m  ve ry 
proud to be  a part of an organiz ation th at doe s  s uch  a 
good job of te ach ing th e  fine r points  of w oodw ork ing.  I 
w ill be  bringing th e  m irror fram e  to our ne xt m e e ting for 
our s h ow  and te ll s e s s ion.

Scott Randall

about 45 to 60 de gre e s  pe rpe ndicular to th e  face  of th e  
board. It’s  m ore  s table  th at com m on lum be r, and dis plays  
a m ore  inte re s ting grain, but again is  m ore  e xpe ns ive  
th an flat s aw n, but le s s  e xpe ns ive  th at q uarte r s aw n 
lum be r. Flat s aw ing is  th e  m os t e conom ical of th e  th re e  
type s  of cuts , but offe rs  th e  le as t dram atic grain of th e  
th re e , as  w e ll as  be ing th e  le as t s table  of th e  th re e .

W ood m ove m e nt is  ins ignificant along th e  le ngth  of a 
board, but can be  q uite  s ignificant acros s  th e  w idth  of it, 
caus ing a ch alle nge  for fine  furniture  m ak e rs  during th e  
de s ign proce s s . Each  de s ign m us t be  care fully th ough t 
out prior to cre ating a pie ce  of furniture  in orde r to pre ve nt 
th e  inh e re nt force s  of w ood m ove m e nt from  ruining an 
oth e rw is e  be autiful pie ce  or w ork . W ood m ove m e nt is  th e  
re as on old tim e rs  h ave  alw ays  pinne d th e ir m ortis e  and 
te nnon joints . W ood m ove m e nt is  th e  re as on m any glue d, 
pe rpe ndicular lap joints  com e  apart.

Ch oos ing k iln drie d lum be r is  a w is e  ch oice  for th os e  
involve d in m ak ing furniture . Th e  k iln drying proce s s  
caus e s  th e  ce lls  in w ood to collaps e  th us  s tabiliz ing it and 
m inim iz e  th e  s w e lling or s h rink ing caus e d by ch anging 
atm os ph e ric conditions  to m ore  h um id or drye r s e as onal 
conditions . 

All w ood varie tie s  m ove  at diffe re nt rate s . If you de cide  
to build furniture  pie ce s  w ith  m ore  th an one  s ignificant 
varie ty of w ood, be  s ure  th at th e  s h rink age  rate  of th e  tw o 
varie tie s  are  s im ilar. Oth e rw is e  you m ay be  dis appointe d 
w ith  th e  e nd re s ults  caus e d by w ood m ove m e nt at th e  
joints .

Th e  be s t w ood varie tie s  to build w ith  are  th e  dom e s tic 
varie tie s  found in your re gion. Th e s e  are  th e  varie tie s  
m os t of w ith s tanding th e  clim ate s  as s ociate d w ith  your 
are a. Maple , Re d Oak  or W alnut w ould all be  good 
ch oice s  for ce ntral Minne s ota s ince  th e y are  com m only 
found h e re .

Pre s ide nt from  page  1
W ood Move m e nt from  page  1



CMW A Stude nt Outre ach  Program

Joh n W ils on, Ch airm an of th is  Springs  Stude nt Outre ach  Program , re ports  th at th e  program  h as  now  be e n com ple te d. 
Th e  s ix re gis te re d s tude nts  s ucce s s fully built a Pe te rs on Blue bird h ous e  of ce dar. Joh n w ould lik e  to th ank  m e m be rs  
Alle n Me nde l, Joh n Caye , Ale x Ne us s e ndorfe r and Rollie  Joh ns on for volunte e ring th e ir tim e  and tale nt in m ak ing th is  
s e as on’s  program  anoth e r s ucce s s . Als o a th ank  you goe s  out to Darre n McKe e ve r for th e  capturing th e  s tude nt’s  
progre s s  th rough  h is  cam e ra le ns .

For th os e  of you w h o h ave  cons ide re d be com ing 
volunte e rs  for our s e m i-annual   e ve nt, our ne xt Outre ach  
Program  w ill be gin again ne xt fall.
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LEE’S ACE H ARDW ARE &  RENTAL, INC.
H w y. 75, St. Jos e ph   –   320/363-4281

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-7  ●  Sat. 8-6  ●  Sun. 10-3
Ace  Re ntal Place  –  Scre e n Re pair

YOUNGBLOOD LUMBER CO.
W h ole sale  Distribution Since  1876

Custom e r Se rvice
612-789 -3521

FAX 1-612-789 -9 625
WATS 1-800-9 33-1335
DIRECT 612-255-79 71
1335 Central Ave. N.E.

M inneapolis , M N 55413
w w w .youngbloodlum ber.com

Nevam ar / Sw anstone  / M eganite

Th ank  you to Palm e r Printing
for providing printing s e rvice s  to 

th e  Ce ntral Minne s ota
W oodw ork e r's  As s ociation.

Proje cts  on Dis play

Tom  Z ak  brough t along a 
roll-top de s k , w h ich  h e  is  
w ork ing on and h ope s  
to finis h  it s oon.

Gary Mroz e k  Sh ow e d off a 
s e gm e nte d vas e  m ade  up of 
668 pie ce s  of m aple  and 
trim m e d w ith  Purple  H e art 
bands . H e  finis h e d it w ith  
Be h le n’s  W ood Turne rs  
Finis h , available  from  
Rock le rs .



PO  Box 19 55
St. Cloud, M N 56302-19 55

w w w .th ecm w a.com
new sletter@ th ecm w a.com

Ne xt Me e ting
W e dne s day, May 16th  at 7:00PM
Sauk  Rapids -Rice  Middle  Sch ool

Ente r Door 16 (around back ) - Room  9 16
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