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CMW A Me e ting Re cap
Lak e  Re gion Lum be r Com pany, Avon on July 18, 2007 

at 6:30 PM. Re cap adapte d from  s e cre tary’s  m e e ting 
m inute s

Saw  Mill Tour
Th e  CMW A e njoye d a tour of Tony Be uning’s  Lak e  

Re gion Lum be r Saw m ill on W e dne s day, June  20th . 
Se e  Lak e  Re gion Lum be r Tour th is  page

Pop Tabs  for Ronald McDonald H ous e   
Tom  H om an is  colle cting pop can tabs  

for th e  Ronald McDonald H ous e .  Ple as e  
colle ct your pop tabs  and bring th e m  to a 
future  m e e ting.  

Ne xt Me e ting  
Our March  m e e ting w ill be  h e ld th e  Sauk  Rapids -Rice  

Middle  Sch ool on July 18th  at 7:00 PM.  Joh n W ils on w ill 
be  giving a de m ons tration on h and s aw  s h arpe ning.
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Lak e  Re gion Lum be r Tour
by Joh n W ils on

Tony Be uning, now  9 0 ye ars  old, 
accom panie d by h is  w ife , offe re d our 
club a fantas tic opportunity to s e e  h is  
s aw m ill in ope ration firs t h and, as  w e ll 
as  an opportunity to vie w  m any of th e  
e ye  ope ning autom ate d m e ch anical 
m arve l’s  h e  h as  cre ate d ove r th e  ye ars . 
H e  w as  gracious  e nough  to w alk  us  
ove r to th e ir h om e  ne xt door and s h ow  
us  s om e  of th e  carvings , bow ls , and grandfath e r clock s  

h e  h as  m ade  ove r h is  life tim e . I w as  
im pre s s e d to s ay th e  le as t, w ith  all of Tony’s  
accom plis h m e nts , as  w as  m os t of th e  group, 
and I w as  h um ble d by w h at th is  m an h as  
ach ie ve d in h is  life tim e .

Due  to a s h ort pow e r outage  Tony’s  
s aw m ill w as  e xpe rie ncing upon our arrival, 
Tony w as  k ind e nough  to pre face  our tour 
w ith  a h alf h our q ue s tion and ans w e r pe riod. 
H e  gave  us  all a gre at ch ance  to look  
back w ard 
th rough  
h is  life . 

W h e n as k e d to confirm  
it, h e  adm itte d th at h e  
doe s  in fact h old fifty-
tw o pate nts  on various  
th ings , s om e  of w h ich  
s upport h im  q uite  
com fortably in h is  s e m i-

re tire m e nt. Tony s till h as n’t s toppe d s aw ing com m e rcially.
Tony h as  be e n ope rating h is  s aw m ill for 53 ye ars  now , 

and s till e njoys  s itting at th e  controls  of h is  s e m i-

autom ate d s e lf-m ade  
s aw  rig. H e  s till doe s  all 
of h is  ow n m ainte nance  
on h is  m ill e q uipm e nt, as  
w e ll as  th e  s h arpe ning. 
H is  re -s aw ing band s aw  
boas ts  a 27-foot long blade  for w h ich  h e  h as  built a fully 
autom ate d s h arpe ning m ill. H e  s ays  h e  no longe r 

s h arpe ns  nor cuts  for 
oth e rs  be caus e  h e  jus t 
can’t find th e  tim e . Tony 
s h ow e d off a duplicating 
lath e  th at h e  built to 
duplicate  turne d ite m s  s uch  
as  bas e ball bats , log pik e s , 
tool h andle s  and furniture  
com pone nts . Tony s tarte d 

out s aw ing lum be r in Be m idji m any ye ars  ago, but m ove d 
to Avon be caus e  of be tte r bus ine s s  opportunitie s  to be  
h ad in th e  ce ntral Minne s ota are a. In h is  younge r days  h e  
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CMW A

July 2007

Ne xt Me e ting: 
July 18th  at 7:00PM at SR-R Middle  Sch ool
Board Me e ting:
July 18th  at 6:00PM at Coborn's  in Sauk  
Rapids

Ce ntral Minne s ota W oodw ork e r’s  As s oc.

Pre s ide nt
Vice  Pre s ide nt

Tre as ure r
Se cre tary

Board of Dire ctors

Dire ctor of Mark e ting
Ne w s le tte r Editor

Scott Randall
Tom  Doom
Kurt Z nie w s k i
Joh n W ils on
Gre do Golde ns te in, Brad Know le s
Ron McKe e ve r, Scott Sch roe de r 
Joh n Sk alla, Cy Vale rius
Tom  H om an
Darre n McKe e ve r

Th e  CMW A is  a group of m e n and w om e n from  around 
th e  St. Cloud Minne s ota are a w h o s h are  a com m on 
inte re s t in th e  art and bus ine s s  of w oodw ork ing. W e  m e e t 
m onth ly in Sauk  Rapids  and s h are  inform ation, 
te ch niq ue s  and topics  of inte re s t in th e  are a of 
w oodw ork ing.

als o be cam e  q uite  
proficie nt at dow s ing 
(w itch ing) for not only 
w ate r w e lls , but als o oil 
w e lls  in O k lah om a w h ile  
w ork ing for an are a oil 
com pany. H e  s till e njoys  
th e  w ate r w itch ing 
today, and s tate s  th at 
h e  h as  accurate ly 

w itch e d ove r 130 w e lls  s o far by s im ply us ing tw o coppe r 
rods .

Tony als o doe s  h is  ow n k iln drying in a k iln th at h e  built 
(w h o’d h ave  gue s s e d it). H is  k iln w ill h ous e  tw e lve  
th ous and board fe e t of lum be r at a crack . H e  h e ats  it w ith  
a Junge rs  re s ide ntial h e ating oil s tove , ope rate d via a 
th e rm os tat, and utiliz e s  tw o large  de h um idifie rs  to re m ove  
th e  m ois ture  from  th e  air during th e  drying proce s s . It 

tak e s  about four to five  w e e k s , at a cons tant one  h undre d 
de gre e  te m pe rature , to bring h is  h ardw ood lum be r dow n 
to an acce ptable  m ois ture  le ve l, but Tony s ays  s oftw oods  
s uch  as  pine  or bas s w ood tak e  only about one  w e e k .
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LEE’S ACE H ARDW ARE &  RENTAL, INC.
H w y. 75, St. Jos e ph   –   320/363-4281

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-7  ●  Sat. 8-6  ●  Sun. 10-3
Ace  Re ntal Place  –  Scre e n Re pair

YOUNGBLOOD LUMBER CO.
W h ole sale  Distribution Since  1876

Custom e r Se rvice
612-789 -3521

FAX 1-612-789 -9 625
WATS 1-800-9 33-1335
DIRECT 612-255-79 71
1335 Central Ave. N.E.

M inneapolis , M N 55413
w w w .youngbloodlum ber.com

Nevam ar / Sw anstone  / M eganite

Th ank  you to Palm e r Printing
for providing printing s e rvice s  to 

th e  Ce ntral Minne s ota
W oodw ork e r's  As s ociation.

Sce ne s  From  th e  Mill



PO  Box 19 55
St. Cloud, M N 56302-19 55

w w w .th ecm w a.com
new sletter@ th ecm w a.com

Ne xt Me e ting
W e dne s day, July 18th  at 7:00PM
Sauk  Rapids -Rice  Middle  Sch ool

Ente r Door 16 (around back ) - Room  9 16
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